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Minutes 

 
Attendance: 
 
Members & Designees Present:  Anna Barry, Jeff Beckham, Amy Blazawski, Jessica 
Cabanillas, Astread Ferron-Poole, Linda Guillorn, Mike Kozlowski, Jill Larmett, Gary Madison, 
Sam McKnight, Rob Michalik, Marla Shiller, Brian Sigman, Jonathan Slifka, Lisa Weisinger-
Roland, Joe Wendover, Julia Wilcox, 
 
Members & Designees Absent:  Kim Barberi, John Beauregard, Deborah Bradley, Roderick 
Bremby, Terrance Brennan, Joseph Carbone, Melody Currey, John Curtin, Kerri Fradette, Craig 
Henrici, Mark Henry, Mark Ojakian, Amy Porter, Virginia Sampietro, Jordan Scheff, Don 
Shubert, Mary Silverberg, Tom Stefanko, William Villano. 
 
Guests:  Karen Quesnel 
 
 
Welcome: 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 9:06 a.m.  He welcomed everyone, noting this meeting 
will focus on October events. 
 
Miscellaneous: 
Mr. Wendover reported that in relation to supplier diversity, the CTBLN event honored the 
governor and several commissioners on their work for those who have a disability.  The 
governor received the Connecticut award, and is eligible for the National award in August. 
 
Ms. Quesnel noted that DOL holds four Disability Career Fairs annually, with two in Hartford and 
two in Waterbury.  Their DEI grant officially ends September 2017, but they may be able to hold 
a fair in Eastern Connecticut this year.  The services they provide include mock interviews, 
which have been very well received.  Ms. Quesnel asked for suggestions on meeting unmet 
needs.  In reply, Chairman Slifka suggested possibly adding online application assistance for 
filling out applications might be beneficial. 
 
Ms. Quesnel updated the Committee on the current parameters of the DEI grant, noting that as 
the funds run out for incidentals like printing and social media, help is needed such as in getting 
the word out on your agency web sites.  Also, help is needed with the service piece of it such as 
identifying volunteers, managing and arranging luncheons, providing application assistance, and 
with the labor-intensive aspect such as mock interviews, greeters to escort employers, 
interpreters (ASL), and a large free space for parking.  She appealed to Committee members for 
assistance. 
 
In reply, Ms. Guillorn offered to assist with mock interviews, web sites and social media, and 
Julia Wilcox and Mike Kozlowski offered assistance with social media. 
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October Events Planning and Information: 
Chairman Slifka asked the Committee for their ideas, event information, and other possibilities 
for October. 
 
Ms. Larmett noted there will be a Disability Resource Fair in Hartford from 9:00 – 3:00 on 
October 20. 
 
Ms. Blazawski noted she will send the Chair a flyer on the CT-based Association of People 
Supporting Employment (APSE) event at the East Hartford Holiday Inn on October 25. 
 
Ms. Weisinger-Roland noted that the University of Hartford will hold a college and employment 
preparation program with employers discussing their needs at 1:00 on October 7. 
 
Mr. Sigman mentioned the Mentoring Day may be on or about October 15 this year.  Once 
confirmed he will let the Committee know. 
 
Mr. Wendover noted that Boeringher-Ingleheim will meet with Mark Henry about hiring people 
with disabilities to provide them with the information they need.  They would like to do 
something in October. 
 
Chairman Slifka said a calendar of the AJC’s for résumé building would be very helpful, and he 
asked if some of the sessions could focus on people who have a disability. 
 
Ms. Blazawski noted she checked ODEP’s web site this morning for new materials and 
encouraged those interested to order early. 
 
Chairman Slifka stated we would like to share success stories this year, and need to obtained 
the stories and find out how to disseminate. 
 
Ms. Weisinger-Roland suggested a videographer to record and produce the stories.  The Chair 
and Ms. Blazawski spoke about DDS’ employment idol videos, and the possibility of creating 
ours there. 
 
Next Meeting: 
Chairman Slifka will try to schedule a conference call towards the end of July focusing on 
October events.  He asked for ideas and event information to be emailed to him. 
 
Minutes of Last Meeting: 
Mr. Sigman made a motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting, which was seconded by 
Mr. Kozlowski.  All were in favor.  The minutes of the last meeting were accepted. 
 
Adjournment: 
Mr. Kozlowski made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Sigman, with 
all in favor. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:22. 


