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Minutes 
 
Attendance: 
 
Members & Designees Present:  Amber Burke, Jessica Cabanillas, Ellen Econs, Barbara Green, Bryan 
Klimkiewicz, Sam McKnight, Alicia Nunez, Brian Sigman, Jonathan Slifka, Mary Silverberg, Kurt Westby 
 
Members & Designees Absent:  Cathy Awwad, John Beauregard, Deborah Bradley, Joseph Carbone, 
Gian-Carl Casa, John Curtin, Randal Davis, Miriam Delphin-Rittmon, Katie Dykes, Astread Ferron-Poole, 
Kerri Fradette, Josh Geballe, Deidre Gifford, Joseph Giulietti, Linda Guillorn, Craig Henrici, Mark Henry, 
Jill Larmett, David Lehman, Gary Madison, Leslie Mara, Robert Michalik, Mark Ojakian, Amy Porter, 
Mark Rolfe, Virginia Sampietro, Jordan Scheff, Marla Shiller, Eric Smith, William Villano, Lisa Weisinger-
Roland, Joe Wendover, Julia Wilcox, Martin Zaugg 
 
 
Welcome / Minutes of Last Meeting: 
Chairman Slifka opened the meeting at 9:10 a.m.  He mentioned he is now working as an executive 
assistant in the dept. on Aging & Disability Services (ADS), and he asked each person to introduce 
themselves and where they are from. 
 
A list of potential 2020 meeting dates that was previously emailed was provided and briefly reviewed. 
 
October 2019 Events: 
The Chairman attended the DiverseAbility Career Fair at Yale and the Disabilities Resource Fair, and he 
commented that both were very successful and went very well.  There was ample parking, the weather 
was good and there were many attendees.  He expressed his thanks to each person who worked on or 
supported the October events. 
 
Mr. Sigman noted that the Mentoring Day also went very well and he was pleased.  Ms. Green 
commented that the DiverseAbility Career Fair was well attended and received, and that four people 
secured jobs through it.  Ms. Econs noted that the APSE conference was fully attended, and they had to 
turn people away.  They booked the venue for next year already for this annual conference, and they will 
hold another event in April 2020. 
 
Labor Commissioner:  
The Chair was pleased to introduce and welcome Labor Commissioner Kurt Westby, and asked him to 
speak.  Mr. Westby started by saying the GCEPD is a great group of involved people working together in 
positive collaboration, which he is delighted to see.  He spoke about the newly formed Governor’s 
Council, which in effect is the new CETC, which is pulling in more employers across all agencies.  He 
expects there will be some interesting initiatives coming out of it.  Currently, one of their projects is to 
complete a new workforce development policy. 
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Funding to Attract & Retain Workers: 
The Chair will email the committee information about funding to attract and retain workers (#4 on 
agenda).  The Administration for Community Living, which is under Health & Human Services, is seeking 
to increase the number of workers who have a disability.  He read a short article on it, and will send the 
link to the committee.  Proposals are being accepted until February 14, 2020 for a cash prize.  Ms. Green 
asked if we could submit as a group representing our constituents.  Mr. Sigman asked if there is a 
listserv (in CTHires) to forward this link to businesses in Connecticut with the Governor’s 
encouragement, perhaps from the Chair of GCEPD?  Mr. Westby asked the Chair to forward the link to 
him so he and the Chair could work on it.  Mr. Klimkiewicz asked if members could share it, which the 
Chair encouraged, and to be sure to let them know you are a part of this committee. 
 
The Chair asked Mr. McKnight, as a small businessman, what way might be best to tap into small 
businesses about this, and he replied the Chamber of Commerce should have a list of all of the regions.  
Ms. Econs asked, from a public relations perspective, how we could get this information out to 
employers.  The Chair said we have a Governor who is deeply tied to businesses, and if we can get his 
endorsement it will go a long way in getting the word out.  Mr. Westby suggested the Chair speak with 
the staff of the new Workforce Development Council, and he offered to make an introduction.  Mr. 
McKnight asked if the state has a social media connection with small businesses and with businesses in 
general.  Ms. Nunez asked if someone at DECD might have that information, and possibly have ties with 
the business community.  Mr. Westby suggested contacting Commissioner Lehman, and the Chair 
offered to do so. 
 
As a final thought, Mr. Klimkiewicz reminded the committee the Workforce Inclusive Seminar will be held 
December 12 at Fairfield University. 
 
Next Meeting: 
The Chair would like to discuss the USDOL State Exchange on Employment & Disability (SEED) at our 
February 2020 meeting.  He will send us a link.  The USDOL and the Lt. Governor’s office are 
encouraging it.  The GCEPD is like a collaborative think tank, and the Chair feels we should make this 
our kick-off for next year, to be more proactive and in reporting our numbers. 
 
Adjournment: 
The Chairman asked for any questions or other comments, and there were none.  Mr. Sigman made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Mr. McKnight, with all in favor. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:45. 


