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Minutes 
 
 
Attendance: 
 
Members & Designees Present:  Jeff Beckham, Jessica Cabanillas, Linda Guillorn, Bryan 
Klimkiewicz, Michael Kozlowski, Jill Larmett, Gary Madison, Sam McKnight, Rob Michalik, Marla 
Shiller, Brian Sigman, Jonathan Slifka, Lisa Weisinger-Roland, Barbara Green, Mary Silverberg, 
Deborah Bradley, Virginia Sampietro, 
 
Members & Designees Absent:  Anna Barry, Amy Blazawski, Kim Barberi, John Beauregard, 
Roderick Bremby, Terrance Brennan, Joseph Carbone, Melody Currey, John Curtin, Astread 
Ferron-Poole, Kerri Fradette, Craig Henrici, Mark Henry, Mark Ojakian, Amy Porter, Jordan 
Scheff, Don Shubert, Tom Stefanko, William Villano, Joe Wendover, Julia Wilcox 
 
Guests:  Karen Quesnel, Meagan Balducci 
 
 
 
Welcome: 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 9:11 a.m.  He welcomed everyone, noting this meeting 
will focus on October events. 
 
Progress on October Events Planning: 
It was the consensus of the Committee to have a conference call in September to update the 
Committee and discuss October events.  In particularly, it is expected we will hold a Disability 
Career Fair event at Naugatuck Community College, Housatonic Community College, Three 
Rivers Community College, and Middlesex Community College, and because the DEI grant is 
running out, a team to handle the event at each location is still needed to handle whatever 
cannot be covered by the grant.  Ms. Quesnel and Mr. Kozlowski hope to work with business 
teams from the WIBS and people from each campus, and compile social media blasts. 
 
Ms. Weisinger-Roland noted that there will be an event on October 7th on higher education for 
people who have a disability to attend college.  The board she is associated with has eight 
members and 50 people on its advisory board who want a college program for people who have 
a disability, and to increase the Students Achieving Success program and outcomes 
(https://www.facebook.com/StudentsAchievingSuccess/).  They are seeking a residential 
campus to start a program with approximately five students for a two year program with or 
without a certificate. 
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Mr. Sigman noted that the United Technologies National Mentoring Day (with job shadowing 
and manufacturing aspects) is set for October 10. 
 
Ms. Quesnel offered to do a schedule of social media, events and associated information.  She 
will send us marketing materials for the five Disability Career Fairs to be held at the community 
colleges as soon as it is ready to go. 
 
Chair Slifka asked for success stories (like Mr. McKnight’s story of his first employee who had a 
disability), with information on how they got to where they are, steps taken, resources used, 
chain of events that led to their success, which can be about 2 minutes or less. 
 
Ms. Guillorn noted that DMHAS has videos on several topics concerning people who have a 
disability and employment. 
 
Ms. Larmett noted October 20 is the date for the North Central Regional Disabilities Resource 
Fair from 9 – 12:00 at the job center; and the APSE Conference will be held October 25 in East 
Hartford at the Holiday Inn.  She will send us the event information as soon as it is done. 
 
Mr. McKnight encouraged reminding employers who are experiencing employee shortages that 
there are people who have a disability who are ready and willing to work. 
 
Chair Slifka stated he will attend the WIBs monthly meeting.  He is available to speak to 
Chambers of Commerce in CT, and Ms. Robinson and Mr. Michalik are also available.  Mr. 
McKnight as a small business owner, and Mr. Wendover as someone who works for a large 
business will be able to connect with potential employers. 
 
A conversation about cross-posting these important events on our respective web sites to help 
get the word out.  Mr. Kozlowski will ask his web administrator about getting this done. 
 
October Meeting: 
Chairman Slifka noted that the first Disability Career Fair held in October will serve as our 
October meeting. 
 
New Designee: 
Chair Slifka recognized the new designee for Commissioner Roberge-Wentzell.  Mr. Bryan 
Klimkiewicz introduced himself and expressed his agreement with and support of the Committee 
and the plans going forward.  He will connect with his web master to publish the available links 
for our October events. 
 
Next Meeting: 
Chairman Slifka noted we will have a September conference call on a forthcoming date to 
finalize things for October.   
 
Minutes of Last Meeting: 
Mr. Michalik made a motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting, which was seconded by 
Mr. Kozlowski.  All were in favor.  The minutes of the last meeting were accepted. 
 
Adjournment: 
Mr. Kozlowski made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Ms. Guillorn, with 
all in favor. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:06. 


