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DENIAL OF REQUEST FOR DECLARATORY RULING 

On November 30, 2000, CFEPE, AFT, AFL-CIO (the Union) filed a Petition for a 
Declaratory Ruling with the Connecticut State Board of Labor Relations (the Labor 
Board) seeking a ruling as to the meaning of language contained in a certification of 
representative, State of Connecticut, Decision No. 1620 (1978). Specifically, the Union 
seeks definition from the Labor Board as to the meaning of the language in the 
certification which excludes Post-Doctoral Fellows from the bargaining unit with the 
following proviso: “Provided that the employer shall establish that they are not properly 
classified as Research Associates or Research Assistants and that the employer shall 
reclassify them under a payroll title not properly included in the unit.” 

On December 19, 2000, the respondent, University of Connecticut Health Center 
(the Health Center) filed an objection to the Petition for Declaratory Ruling arguing that 
the question was not an appropriate one for resolution through this process. 

Based on the submissions and arguments of the parties, we decline to issue a 
declaratory ruling in this matter. 



BACKGROUND AND FACTS 

The Union represents a bargaining unit comprising all professional employees of 
the Health Center, with certain exclusions. The description of the bargaining unit 
specifically excludes Post-Doctoral Fellows and contains the proviso quoted above. The 
Union was certified as the exclusive representative of the bargaining unit in 1978. 

On September 6, 2000, the Union filed a petition seeking clarification from the 
Labor Board that the position of Post-Doctoral Fellow is included in the above described 
bargaining unit. On February 15, 2001, the Agent for the Labor Board recommended 
dismissal of the petition for clarification on the grounds that the certification did not 
clearly include the position of Post-Doctoral Fellow and, as such, the appropriate process 
for inclusion of the position was a Petition for Modification of the unit. The Union has 
not appealed that recommendation. 

On November 30, 2000, the instant Petition was filed. 

DISCUSSION 

We have carefully reviewed the submissions and arguments of the parties. We 
find that the question presented is not appropriately answered through a declaratory 
ruling. In this regard, the language contained in the certification of representative issued 
in 1978 is very clear that the position of “Post-Doctoral Fellow” is excluded from the 
bargaining unit. To the extent that the Union has a question as to whether certain 
employees have been properly excluded pursuant to the proviso in that certification, the 
appropriate vehicle is through a representation petition. The Union has already filed a 
clarification petition. This Board has dismissed that petition based on the 
recommendation of the Agent who found that the position of Post-Doctoral Fellow is 
specifically excluded from the unit with the proviso merely offering a word of caution 
about misclassifying employees doing certain work. If the Union believes that certain 
Post-Doctoral Fellows should be included, it can file a modification petition with the 
requisite showing of interest. We decline to issue a declaratory ruling on this Petition. 
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CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing was mailed postage prepaid this 
10th day of April, 2001 to the following:


Attorney Brian Doyle

Ferguson & Doyle

35 Marshall Road

Rocky Hill, Connecticut 06032


Attorney Joseph Summa

Summa & Ryan

19-21 Holmes Avenue

Waterbury, Connecticut 06702


Karen Wallace, Director of Labor Relations

UCONN Health Center

263 Farmington Avenue

Farmington, Connecticut 06032


Greg Kotecki, Staff Representative

CFEPE, AFT, AFL-CIO

35 Marshall Road

Rocky Hill, Connecticut 06067
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Jaye Bailey Zanta, General Counsel
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