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DECISION, ORDER 
and 

DISMISSAL OF PETITION 
 
On April 22, 1968, International Union of District 50, U.M.W.A., hereinafter called the Union, filed its 
petition herein, pursuant to Section 1-471 of the Municipal Employee Relations Act. 
 
The Town of Groton, hereinafter called the Municipal Employer, and the Union entered into an agreement 
on May 6, 1968, consenting to an election to be conducted by the Board to determine whether or not the 
employees of the Department of Public Works, Highways and Drainage Division, Sanitation Division, 
Garage, Sewage Treatment Plant and Building Custodians, excluding supervisors, seasonal employees and 
part-time employees, desire to be represented by the Union for the purposes of collective bargaining. 
 
An election was conducted on premises of the Municipal Employer in Groton, Connecticut on May 17, 
1968. The Report Upon Secret Ballot was served on all parties showing the results to be as follows: 
 

Number of ballots cast …………………………………………………………….. 27 
Number of votes in favor of representation ……………………………… 13 
Number of votes not in favor of representation ………………………… 14 

 
On May 24, the Union filed objections to the election alleging that a foreman was allowed to congregate 
with the men, and to vote in the election. 
 
A hearing was held in the Board’s offices at Wethersfield, Connecticut, on October 14, to determine the 
validity of the objections to the election. The Union filed a brief. 
 
Upon consideration of the entire record in this proceeding, the Board renders the following decision: 

 
 



THE OBJECTIONS TO ELECTION 
 
The petitioner filed objections to the election on the grounds that one of the employees, who was allowed 
to vote and congregate with those waiting to vote was a supervisory employee. The objections are 
overruled for the following reasons: 
 

1. The election was held on May 17, 1968. The employee in question, Albert Thatcher, was, on that 
date classified as a painter, a non-supervisory classification. He was promoted to the classification 
as painting foreman by the Town Council on May 20, 1968, three days after the election. The 
eligibility of the employee is determined by his status on the date of the election. Later promotion 
can not be relied upon to invalidate the election. 
 

2. The petitioner further claims that prior to the election, Mr. Thatcher was in fact acting as a 
supervisor with supervisory functions and authority. The petitioner, however, acknowledged that 
all of the facts now presented to the Board were fully known at the time the voting list was 
prepared and at the time of the election. But the petitioner never raised any question about Nr. 
Thatcher's status either before the election or by challenging him when he voted. Objections 
raised after the election on the basis of facts known at the time of the election come too late. A 
party can not frustrate the election process by proceeding with an election, and then when it loses, 
have that election set aside by raising questions which could have been resolved without 
invalidating the election. 
 

3. The election conducted on May 17, 1968 is a valid election. The Union having failed to receive a 
majority designation by the employees, its petition will be dismissed. 

 

ORDER 
and 

DISMISSAL OF PETITION 

 
By virtue of and pursuant to the power vested in the Connecticut State Board of Labor Relations by the 
Municipal Employee Relations Act, it is hereby 
 
ORDERED, that the objections to the election filed in this proceeding by the Union be, and the same 
hereby are, overruled; and it is further  
 
ORDERED, that the petition for certification filed by the Union on April 22, 1968 be, and the same hereby 
is, dismissed. 
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