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DECISION AND ORDER 
Statement of the Case 

  
On July 15, 1968 the Service Employees' International Union, AFL-CIO, hereinafter called the Union, filed 
with the Connecticut State Board of Labor Relations, hereinafter called the Board, a Petition alleging that 
a question or controversy had arisen concerning certain employees employed by Blueflint Nurseries, Inc., 
of West Rocky Hill, Connecticut, hereinafter called the Respondent, and requesting. the Board to conduct 
an investigation and certify the representative of such employees for collective bargaining purposes 
pursuant to Section 31-106 of the Connecticut State Labor Relations Act, hereinafter called the Act. 
 
On July 24, 1968, a charge was filed by the Union with the Board alleging that the Respondent had 
engaged in and was engaging in unfair labor practices within the meaning of Section 31-105 of the Act. 
 
On August 6, 1968, the Board consolidated both cases for the purpose of a hearing. 
 
The Respondent challenged the jurisdiction of the Board in these proceedings based upon a claim of 
exemption under Section 31-101(7) of the Act. The Board held a hearing on August 28, 1968 at 
Wethersfield Connecticut for purposes of adducing evidence bearing upon the claim of exception. The 
Respondent appeared and participated therein and was represented by Walfrid G. Lundborg, Esq.; the 



Union appeared and participated therein and was represented by Arnold R. Streit, Esq. Full opportunity 
to be heard, to examine and cross-examine witnesses, and to introduce evidence bearing upon the claim 
of exemption was afforded all parties. Both parties filed briefs. 
 

THE HEARING 
 
The Respondent contends that the Board is without jurisdiction on the claim that it meets the exemption 
as it relates to the definition of employer in Section 31-101(7) of the Act. The claim is that it is engaged 
solely in the cultivation of nursery products with sales at the wholesale level only and that, in all respects, 
the business is "agricultural." 
 
The Union disagrees with the Employer's contention. 
 
Chapter 1, Section 1-1 of the General Statutes of Connecticut, revised to 1966, reads in part as follows: 
 
 “ *** The words 'agriculture' and 'farm' shall include cultivation of the 

soil *** raising or harvesting any agricultural or horticultural commodity 
*** : handling, planting, *** delivering, *** to a carrier for transportation 
*** , any agricultural or horticultural commodity *** . The term 'farm' 
includes *** nurseries *** used primarily for the raising of agricultural or 
horticultural commodities." 

 

 
Upon the entire record of the proceedings and upon the evidence presented to the Board, the Board finds 
and concludes the Respondent is an employer "engaged in farming" under Section 31-101 (7) of the Act 
and is therefore exempt from the provisions of the Act. 
 
Consequently, the employees for whom representation is sought are "agricultural workers" within the 
meaning of Section 31-101(6) of the Act and are therefore excluded from coverage under the Act. 
 

ORDER 
 
By virtue of and pursuant to the power vested in the Connecticut State Board of Labor Relations, by the 
Connecticut State Labor Relations Act, it is hereby 
 
ORDERED, that the petition and the charge filed herein by Service Employees' International Union, AFL-
CIO be, and the same hereby are, dismissed for lack of jurisdiction. 
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