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Governor Rell Urges Veterans and Families  
to Attend Benefits and Informational Fair 

 
April 19th in Hartford  - Open to Veterans of All Ages  

 
Governor M. Jodi Rell today urged Connecticut veterans of all ages to take advantage of 

a new state outreach and education program to help match veterans with available benefits – the 
Veterans Benefits and Information Fair being held this Saturday, April 19, 2008 at the 
Legislative Office Building in Hartford.   

 
“This is a tremendous opportunity for veterans to quickly and conveniently get 

information about the many services they have so richly earned,” said Governor Rell.  “Too 
often, veterans and their families do not know where to turn for assistance.  This central 
gathering of service providers and information will be of great help to all who attend. 

 
“The Veterans Benefits Fair is an outgrowth of what we have heard from veterans 

through a variety of assessments.  They are looking for accessible, convenient information and 
services.  This event will enable participants to connect to services and providers in one location 
that would take hours to research on their own.” 
 
 This is the first time that a Veterans Benefits Fair has been coordinated by the state to 
serve the estimated 300,000 veterans living in Connecticut.  The fair, organized by the 
Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs, is part of Governor Rell’s mandate to increase 
outreach to the state’s veterans.   
 

The fair runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and will feature information booths, mobile offices 
and trained staff from over 30 state, federal and private agencies and organizations.  Visiting 
veterans will have access to a variety of information about benefits and services that are 
available to assist them and their families.   

 
Information forums on topics of interest to veterans will also be conduced throughout the 

day featuring presentations and question and answer sessions conducted by multiple 
organizations.  The forums will offer information on benefits for older/senior veterans, health 



care services for Afghanistan and Iraq veterans, educational benefits, financial assistance, 
jobs/job training, and readjustment/behavioral health issues.   

 
Veterans will also have the opportunity to meet individually with staff from the U.S. 

Veterans Administration and the Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs regarding 
disability claims, other benefits and individual concerns.   

 
The Connecticut Department of Labor’s Career Express, the Department of Social 

Services’ Mobile Service Center and the Department of Motor Vehicles Licensing Bus will all be 
on-site to provide specialized services to veterans and their families 

 
“Our veterans deserve the very best we can offer in programs and services,” said 

Governor Rell.  “They have sacrificed a great deal so that we can all enjoy the invaluable 
freedoms of this country.  We will continue to develop new and innovate ways to connect our 
veterans with the help they have earned through faithful, selfless service.”   

 
There is no required registration for the fair and the event is free and open to the public. 
 
For more information please contact the Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs at 

(866) 928-8387 or visit www.ct.gov/ctva.   
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