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Governor Rell Announces Nearly $1.5 Million 
for Dislocated Workers 

 
  

Governor M. Jodi Rell announced today that the state has received 
nearly $1.5 million in additional federal Trade Act Adjustment Assistance (TAA) 
funds to help dislocated workers with training, job search, and relocation 
expenses.  

 
“This is especially welcome news now in the face of the uncertainty with 

our national economy and deepening state deficit,” Governor Rell said. “The 
money will help those workers who have lost jobs, largely due to foreign 
competition.  Because we live in a global economy, we must accept the fact 
that foreign competition will continue to affect our workforce,” 

 
Governor Rell said the federal Labor Department distributed $34 million 

among 19 states based on their use of past dislocated worker funds. For fiscal 
year 2008, Connecticut had received about $3.9 million in TAA funding and the 
recent allocation brings the total to about $5.3 million. 

 
Under the TAA program, the state’s Labor Department works with a 

company to submit a petition to the federal government to demonstrate that 
workers had lost jobs due to foreign competition.  If approved and certified, 
TAA funds are made available to assist with re-employment.  In some cases, 
workers certified for TAA can also take advantage of Health Coverage Tax 
Credits and Alternative Trade Adjustment Assistance, which provides a wage 
subsidy to displaced workers returning to employment at a lower salary.  

 
“These funds will help us to be proactive in helping displaced workers 

and their families. We must continue to focus on upgrading the skills of our 
workers in order to keep our local economy competitive,” Governor Rell said.  

 
Those who need to apply for unemployment benefits are reminded that 

claims can now be taken over the telephone or Internet.   
 
Information can be found on the Department of Labor’s Web site at 

www.ct.gov/dol .  
 


