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Governor Rell Announces Date for Homeless Veterans Support Event  

Calls for volunteers, financial support and outreach to local veterans 
          

Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced that the State of Connecticut will hold Stand Down 
2007 - a day-long outreach and support program for homeless and needy veterans - on Friday, 
September 21, 2007 at the State Veterans Home campus on West Street in Rocky Hill. 

         The Governor urged all veterans service organizations, social service and non-profit 
organizations, businesses, homeless advocates and individuals who can provide volunteer or financial 
assistance to get involved. 

         "This is an event where you can make a difference for those who have faithfully served this 
country," said Governor Rell. "Too many veterans are homeless and out of work across this country. 
This practical program delivers to needy veterans effective, accessible assistance that can help them 
regain their independence and dignity. We must all work together to continue to combat this national 
tragedy." 

         The Connecticut Department of Veterans' Affairs, in conjunction with multiple state and private 
agencies, organizes Stand Down and seeks to underwrite the costs through grants and donations of 
services, supplies and manpower.  

         Organizations and individuals interested in contributing services or resources to Stand Down 
2007 are asked to contact the Department of Veterans' Affairs at 1-800-550-0000, Extension 5826 or 
go to www.ct.gov/ctva.  

         Participating veterans will receive multiple services in one location including medical 
screenings, legal assistance with misdemeanors, job counseling and referrals, driver's license 
renewals and ID cards, haircuts and free clothing and supplies. Last year more than 560 needy 
veterans converged on Rocky Hill and received a multitude of services from more than two dozen 
government and private agencies.  
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         Governor Rell also asked local social service agencies, homeless advocates and shelter 
administrators to conduct outreach to veterans who could benefit from the program and assist in 
getting them to and from Rocky Hill on September 21st. 

         "We need the active help of community personnel and volunteers to reach all those veterans in 
need this summer," said Governor Rell. "Letting homeless and needy veterans know about this 
special day of assistance and helping with their transportation is essential. This is a concrete way for 
all of us to help combat the scourge of veteran homelessness." 

         Free transportation will be provided from pick-up locations around the state by the Connecticut 
Department of Transportation and the Disabled American Veterans.  

         Veterans in need or those who might be helping to care for them can pre-register and find out 
more information by calling 1-800-550-0000, Extension 5833 or by visiting www.ct.gov/ctva. 
However, pre-registration is not required to attend Stand Down. 

         Governor Rell directed that the Stand Down program be restored in Connecticut in 2005 after it 
was not held for five years.  

         "Stand Down" is a term used during the Vietnam War which referred to an area behind the front 
lines that was safe and that afforded battle-weary soldiers a place to relax and attend to personal 
needs such as showers, haircuts, hot meals and minor health care issues.  

         It is estimated that there are more than 200,000 homeless veterans in the United States 
representing approximately 30 percent of the nation's total homeless population. 
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