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Governor Rell Names Agnew of West Hartford  

To State Department of Labor Deputy Post 
  

Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced that Linda L. Agnew of West Hartford 
has been named to the position of Deputy Commissioner for the Department of Labor. 
She has been serving as interim Deputy Commissioner since May of 2006.  
  
  

            Agnew worked as a Program Manager in the Office of Business Enterprises at the 
Department of Labor from 1999 to 2004. Prior to her appointment as Deputy 
Commissioner, she worked in the Office of the Governor, serving as Executive Director 
of the Governor’s Residence.  
 
 A Connecticut native from Watertown, prior to joining the Labor Department, 
Agnew was a entrepreneur who grew her business more than 120 percent during the first 
five years of ownership. While at the Labor Department as a program manager, she 
coordinated grant-writing initiatives and supervised the development of a Lean 
Government team that made numerous improvements to workflow and process 
management in areas ranging from contract writing to accounting procedures. The team 
also assisted other agencies and groups in saving time, money, and improving the 
delivery of products and services to customers and clients.  
 
 Agnew also was instrumental in securing a $1.2 million grant to market agency 
services to faith-based and community-based organizations, using television as one 
medium for reaching the public. The TV series received a Gold Award form the 
Connecticut Quality Improvement Award partnership and for its creative ingenuity and 
innovative method of reaching out to people.  
 

“Linda’s background in business, strategic planning, and her ability to establish 
partnerships in order to leverage funding dollars that promote workforce initiatives will 
benefit the Labor Department as well as the entire state of Connecticut,” Governor Rell 
said.  

 
Agnew is also involved with veteran’s issues through her community work. As a 

member of the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) she works with both 
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employers and military members to gain and maintain support from public and private 
employers for the men and women of the National Guard and Reserve Services.  

 
She and her husband, Richard Vannie, have a blended family of five children, 

three grandchildren and one more grandchild on the way.  
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