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Governor Rell Announces Formation of New Economic Advisory Council 
 

 
 Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced that she has established an 
eight-member panel of economists to advise her on key issues affecting the 
Connecticut economy. The Governor’s Economic Advisory Panel will meet 
periodically and will be led by Don Klepper-Smith, Chief Economist and Director 
of Research at DataCore Partners LLC. 
 
 “Job creation and retention has always been a top priority for my 
Administration,” Governor Rell said. “Our state has surpassed the previous 
record number of jobs, set in July 2000, and our economy is truly moving in the 
right direction. I want to not only maintain that momentum but build on it, and 
I will be looking to this panel of experts for guidance as the process moves 
forward. 
 
 “Economic policy must be based on in-depth understanding of the 
underlying factors affecting our state as well as the best information on future 
trends, challenges and opportunities,” the Governor said in remarks at the 
Stamford Chamber of Commerce 20th anniversary luncheon. “These eight 
people know Connecticut, its businesses and its challenges and opportunities 
better than anyone. I know their input and insights will be critical in helping 
shape public policy in the months and years ahead.” 
 
 In addition to Klepper-Smith, the members of the Governor’s Economic 
Advisory Panel are: 
 

• Nick Perna, Ph.D., Managing Director, Perna Associates, Yale University 
Economics Department 

• Ed Deak, Ph.D., Professor of Economics, Fairfield University 
• Pete Gioia, Economist, Connecticut Business and Industry Association 
• John Tirinzonie, State Labor Economist, Connecticut Department of 

Labor 
• Todd Martin, Economic Advisor to People’s United Bank and President of 

Todd P. Martin Economic Services 



• Susan Coleman, Ph.D., Ansley Professor of Finance, University of 
Hartford 

• Steve Lanza, Ph.D., Executive Editor, The Connecticut Economy 
Quarterly, University of Connecticut 
 

 “I appreciate the dedication of these individuals, who are volunteering 
their time and talents to help Connecticut,” Governor Rell said. “The service 
they will provide to me and to the citizens of our great state should be 
applauded.” 
 
 In September the state Department of Labor reported that total 
employment in Connecticut was 1,701,600, exceeding the July 2000 high of 
1,700,700 jobs. The nonfarm employment in August represented an increase of 
1,200 jobs from the revised July figure. Since January 2006, Connecticut has 
gained some 27,600 jobs. 
 

The July 2007 cover article of Economic Digest, a joint publication of the 
Labor Department and the Department of Economic and Community 
Development, projected that startups and expansions within various industries 
in Connecticut will account for more than 11,000 new jobs over the next 
several years. 
 
 The article, written by Jungmin Charles Joo, an Associate Research 
Analyst at the Labor Department, noted that Eurospeed USA, a motorcycle 
components manufacturer, has started work in Ansonia and will eventually 
bring 1,000 jobs to Connecticut. Aldi’s grocery stores and a warehouse are 
being built in locations across the state, creating another 600 jobs, while 
Goodwin College in East Hartford will undergo an $80 million expansion, adding 
300 jobs. 
 
 Additional job growth was noted with the arrival of Cabela’s Inc., the 
outdoor merchandise superstore being built on the Rentschler Field site in East 
Hartford, bringing up to 600 jobs. Another 550 jobs will be created as a result 
of a distribution center Walgreen Co. is in the process of building in Windsor.  
 
 Other expansions Joo noted include those taking place at Foxwoods 
resort casino in Ledyard, which will bring 2,300 new jobs, and at the Mohegan 
Sun casino in Uncasville, with a second round of expansion planned by 2010 
that is projected to result in 2,000 additional jobs.  
 
 “An additional 800 jobs will be created when a new building for Royal 
Bank of Scotland is completed in Stamford and a cancer center being built by 
Yale-New Haven Hospital will create 400 jobs,” Joo noted in his report. 
“Additionally, NuPower will build a facility in Plainfield, adding 300 jobs, and 
by 2009, The Hartford Financial is expected to build a new campus in Windsor, 
which will bring 300 jobs.”  
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 Joo also noted that another 1,500 jobs are expected when Gilbert & 
Bennett Mill builds a retail and housing complex at the site of the mill in the 
Georgetown section of Redding by 2010. 
 
 As the Department of Economic and Community Development develops 
its Economic Strategic Plan for the state, this group will also serve as a 
sounding board on economic assumptions, trend analyses and various 
recommendations and initiatives that will be vetted as part of the plan. 
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