
The CT Low Wage Employer Advisory Board Meeting 

November 9, 2016 – 3:00 P.M. 

The Legislative Office Building, Hartford 

Public Hearing Room 1D 

 

Minutes 

 

Members present: Co-Chair James Bhandary-Alexander, Stanley McMillen, Merrill Gay, Helene 

Figueroa, Susan Coleman, Kurt Westby, Eddie Stephens, Michael Seid, Merle Berkle-Schlessel 

and Deborah Schwartz.  A quorum of members present was reached. 

 

Members absent: Monica Morneau, Jennifer Putetti and Paul Lavoie. 

 

Other Attendees: CT Department of Labor (DOL) staff Christopher Caruso and Marisa Morello.   

 

Welcome and opening remarks: After opening remarks, Co-Chair Bhandary-Alexander 

convened the meeting at 3:05 P.M.  

 

Review and approval of the October 19, 2016 Board Minutes: 

Co-Chair Bhandary-Alexander entertained a motion by Michael Seid to approve the minutes. 

Stanley Millen pointed out that under the section entitled “Subcommittee Report: Draft of 

Board Report,” it states that he wrote the Report. This was incorrect. Co-Chair Bhandary-

Alexander suggested that the wording be changed to reflect the fact that Mr. McMillen co-

wrote the draft report with the members of the drafting subcommittee. There being 

agreement, Merle Berkle-Schlessel seconded the motion to amend the minutes. There being no 

further discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Subcommittee – Review and approval of the Board’s December 1, 2016 Report to the 

Legislature and State Commissioners to recommend raising the Connecticut minimum wage: 

Stanley McMillen presented the Subcommittee’s Final Report and Executive Summary. He then 

answered questions posed to him by Board members. Michael Seid suggested that the Report 

be tabled for further study. Co-Chair Bhandary-Alexander opposed. The Co-Chair also thanked 

the Subcommittee members for their good work. In opposition to raising the minimum wage, 

Board members Seid and Coleman commented that they would be submitting their own 

rebuttals to the Report.  

 



Helene Figueroa made a motion to approve the Report and its recommendations on page two - 

specifically, “The Board recommends that the Connecticut minimum wage be increased to $15 

per hour, phased in gradually and reaching $15 on January 1, 2022, with subsequent annual 

indexing per some measure of inflation.” Deborah Schwartz seconded the motion. 

 

Board members present and voting “YES” were Eddie Stephens, Merle Berkle-Schlessel, Stanley 

McMillen, Helene Figueroa, Kurt Westby, Co-Chair Bhandary-Alexander, Merrill Gay and 

Deborah Schwartz. Board members absent, but voting “YES” by email were Jennifer Putetti and 

Monica Morneau. 

 

Board members voting “NO” were Michael Seid and Susan Coleman. Board member absent, but 

voting “NO” by email was Paul Lavoie. 

 

The motion passed. 

 

Open discussion for Members: The Child Care funding crisis in Connecticut: In an effort to 

heighten public awareness and to seek action, Helene Figueroa reported that approximately 

5,000 families may soon lose their childcare subsidies because of the State’s budget deficit. 

There was much discussion and expressions of support by fellow Board members. Co-Chair 

Bhandary-Alexander felt the issue should be considered further by the Board with next steps. 

 

Co-Chair Bhandary-Alexander requested that Board members consider their “number one” 

topic for study and action by the Board in 2017. In addition, he asked that the members think 

about possible speakers for their topics. The topics and possible speakers will be discussed at 

the December 14, 2016 Board meeting.  

 

Public Comment: 

No member of the public addressed the Board. 

 

Adjourn: 

After Co-Chair Bhandary-Alexander thanked the Board members for their time and effort, a 

motion to adjourn was made by Stanley McMillen and seconded by Kurt Westby. The motion 

passed unanimously and the Board adjourned at 4:10 P.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christopher Caruso 

CT Department of Labor 

 



 

 


