
STATE OF CONNECTICUTDEPARTMENT OF LABORCONNECTICUT STATE BOARD OF LABOR RELATIONS
In the Matter ofTOWN OF PLYMOUTH(Police Department)- and -THE INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OFPOLICE OFFICERS, NAGE- and -PLYMOUTH POLICEMEN’S BENEVOLENTASSOCIATION

Case No. ME-2435Decision No. 1159July 27, 1973

A P P E A R A N C E S:Walter K. Lassy, Jr., First Selectman,Richard D. Gilland, Esq.,for the Municipal EmployerDamon W. Shingleton, Connecticut Representative,for the PetitionerDennis S. Relihan,for the Intervenor DECISION, ORDERandCERTIFICATION OF REPRESENTATIVEOn December 1, 1972, The International Brotherhood of Police Officers, a Division of NationalAssociation of Government Employees, hereinafter called the Petitioner, filed a petition with theConnecticut State Board of Labor Relations, hereinafter called the Board, alleging that a questionor controversy had arisen concerning the representation of Patrolmen, Lieutenant and Detective,employed by the Town of Plymouth, hereinafter called the Municipal Employer. The petitionrequested the Board to investigate such controversy and certify to the parties the name of therepresentative that has been designated or selected by said employees for collective bargainingpurposes, pursuant to section 7-471 of the Municipal Employee Relations Act, hereinafter calledthe Act.The petition alleged that Plymouth Policemen's Benevolent Association, hereinafter called theIntervenor, claims or may claim to represent some of the employees in the proposed unit.Accordingly, appropriate notice of the pendency of the petition was served on the Intervenor.



On December 20, 1972, a conference was held in Plymouth, as a consequence of which theMunicipal Employer, the Petitioner, and the Intervenor executed a written agreement providingin part, that:A question had arisen concerning the representation of employees ofthe Municipal Employer within the meaning of Section 7-471 of the Act;The public hearing on the issues raised by the petition be dispensedwith;All full time investigatory and uniformed employees with authority toexercise police powers; excluding the Chief of Police, constitute a unitappropriate for the purposes of collective bargaining with respect towages, hours and other conditions of employment within the meaningof section 7-471 of the Act;The employees or classifications of employees within said appropriateunit who were in the employ of the Municipal Employer on Decenber 1,1972, and who are employed at the time of the election shall be eligibleto vote in the election agreed upon;An election by secret ballot be conducted under the supervision of theBoard at a time and a place to be fixed by it, among the eligibleemployees within the said appropriate unit; andIf a majority of the eligible employees voting in said election shallindicate their desire to be represented by either one of the employeeorganizations for the purposes of collective bargaining, the Board maycertify that the employee organization receiving the majority of thevotes has been duly designated by the majority of the employees withinsaid appropriate unit and is the exclusive representative of allemployees within said appropriate unit for the purposes of collectivebargaining within the meaning of Section 7-471 of the Act.Pursuant to the agreement of the parties, an election by secret ballot was conducted under thesupervision of the Board's agent on January 5, 1973, in Plymouth, Connecticut. The result of theelection was as follows:Number of ballots cast --------------------------------------------- 7Number of Votes IN FAVOR ofThe International Brotherhood ofPolice Officers, NAGE ---------------------------------------- 1Plymouth Policemen's Benevolent Association ---------- 3Neither of Them ----------------------------------------------- 2Number of Challenged Votes --------------------------------------- 1



The tally of ballots indicated that none of the choices received a majority of the valid ballots cast,and it further indicated that the challenged vote of Wallace A. Mendela could have an effect onthe run-off election. Since the employee status of Mendela was a question before the State Boardof Mediation & Arbitration, all parties agreed to defer further proceedings until that panel issuedits decision.On May 24, 1973, the State Board of Mediation & Arbitration issued its decision (Case No. 7273-A-146). The award found Mendela was in fact discharged and without just cause.On May 30 the parties were advised that pursuant to their agreement, Mendela's ballot would beopened on June 7, 1973 and his vote would be reflected in a Supplemental Report Upon SecretBallot.After giving effect to the challenged ballot cast by Mendela, the final tally of ballots cast at theJanuary 5, 1973 election was as follows:Number of ballots cast --------------------------------------------- 7Number of Votes IN FAVOR ofThe International Brotherhood ofPolice Officers, NAGE ---------------------------------------- 2Plymouth Policemen's Benevolent Association -------- 3Neither of Them ---------------------------------------------- 2Since no one of the three choices received a majority of the valid ballots cast, a new election wasscheduled. Pursuant to the agreement of the parties, a run-off election was conducted on July 5,1973 in Plymouth, Connecticut. The result of the election was as follows:Number of ballots cast --------------------------------------------- 5Number of Votes IN FAVOR ofThe International Brotherhood ofPolice Officers, NAGE ---------------------------------------- 0Plymouth Policemen's Benevolent Association -------- 5Neither of Them ---------------------------------------------- 0Copies of Report Upon Secret Ballot were served on all of the parties at the close of the election.No exceptions to the report have been filed with the Board.Inasmuch as the result shows that Plymouth Policemen's Benevolent Association received amajority of the valid ballots cast in the run-off election, we shall issue an appropriate orderdismissing the petition of The International Brotherhood of Police Officers, NAGE, and aCertification of Representative in the name of Plymouth Policemen's Benevolent Association.Since the parties have agreed that the unit is appropriate, the Board's approval of the actionherein is not to be taken as a precedent as to what unit it would find appropriate in the absenceof such an agreement.THEREFORE, by virtue of and pursuant to the power vested in the Connecticut State Board ofLabor Relations by Section 7-471 of the Municipal Employee Relations Act, it is hereby



ORDERED, that the petition of The International Brotherhood of Police Officers, a Division ofNational Association of Government Employees, filed herein on December 1, 1972 be, and thesame hereby is, dismissed; and further, it isCERTIFIED, that Plymouth Policemen's Benevolent Association has been designated and selectedby a majority of all full time investigatory and uniformed employees with authority to exercisepolice powers; excluding the Chief of Police, employed by the Town of Plymouth in its PoliceDepartment, and that said Association is the exclusive representative of all such employees forthe purposes of collective bargaining with respect to wages, hours and other conditions ofemployment.


