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A P P E A R A N C E S :Joseph G. Lynch, Esq. - For the Town of PortlandWilliam S. Zeman, Esq. - For Local 1303 of Council #4, AmericanFederation of State, County & MunicipalEmployees, AFL-CIODECISION AND DIRECTION OF ELECTIONStatement of the CaseOn May 12, 1972, Local 1303 of Council #4, American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees,AFL-CIO, hereinafter called the Union, filed a Petition with the Connecticut State Board of LaborRelations, hereinafter called the Board, which petition was amended on October 25, 1972, alleging that aquestion or controversy had arisen concerning the representation of all employees of the Town ofPortland (Highway Department) excluding elected officials of public works and the foremen, employedby the Town of Portland, hereinafter called the Municipal Employer, and requesting that, pursuant toSection 7-471 of the Municipal Employee Relations Act, hereinafter called the Act, the Board investigatesuch controversy and certify to the parties the name of the representative that has been designated orselected by said employees.On October 30, 1972, pursuant to notices given all parties; the Board held a hearing on the AmendedPetition in the second floor hearing room of the State Labor Department Building, Wethersfield,Connecticut. The Municipal Employer appeared and was represented by Joseph G. Lynch, Esq.; the Unionappeared and was represented by William S. Zeman, Esq. Full opportunity to be heard, to examine andcross-examine witnesses and to introduce evidence bearing upon the issues was afforded all parties.Briefs were filed by both parties. THE HEARINGThe Union called John B. Keefe, the First Selectman of the Town as its first witness. Keefe testified he hasbeen the first selectman for about three years. In answer to questions put to him by the Union counsel, itbecame apparent that there was no highway department in the Town. While the Town has a highway



budget which classifies monies for use on highways, there is no Highway Department. The men who workon the highway in the Town are known as the “Town Crew.”  Basically this “Town Crew” performs thesame duties normally performed in highway departments in other communities. The Union, uponcompleting its examination of Keefe, requested the Board to amend the amended petition to read insteadof the Highway Department, “the Town crew and also the custodian at the Town Hall, excluding all otheremployees of the Town of Portland and also excluding elected officials and foremen.”  The Town did notobject to the second amended petition.  The Union’s request to amend was granted.Upon the entire record of the proceedings, the Board concludes upon all the evidence before it, thesecond amended petition describes the unit of employees who seek representation by the Union. In orderto effectuate the policies of the Act, we shall order an election by secret ballot to be conducted under thesupervision of the Agent of the Board among the employees described in the second amended petition todetermine whether or not they wish to be represented by the Union.DIRECTION OF ELECTIONBy virtue of and pursuant to the power vested in the Connecticut State Board of Labor Relations by theMunicipal Employee Relations Act, it isDIRECTED that, as part of the determination by the Board to ascertain the exclusive representative forcollective bargaining with the Town of Portland, an election by secret ballot shall be conducted under thesupervision of the Agent of the Board within twenty (20) days of the issuance hereof among the TownCrew and also the custodian at the Town Hall, excluding all other employees of the Town of Portland andalso excluding elected officials and foremen, employed by the Town of Portland, to determine whether ornot they desire to be represented by Local 1303 of Council #4, American Federation of State, County &Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO.
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