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DECISION AND ORDER 
Statement of the Case 

 
On August 16, 1968, a charge was filed by Teamsters Local Union #145, hereinafter called the Union with 
the Connecticut State Board of Labor Relations, hereinafter called the Board, alleging that John Sahagian, 
d/b/a Turnpike East and West, hereinafter called the Respondent, has engaged in and is engaging in 
unfair labor practices within the meaning of Section 31-105 as set forth and defined in the Connecticut 
State Labor Relations Act, hereinafter called the Act. 
 
The Respondent challenged the jurisdiction of the Board based upon a claim that he is engaged in 
interstate commerce, and therefore falls within the jurisdiction of the National Labor Relations Board. 
 
The Board held a hearing on the Respondent’s claim on November 6, 1968, at Bridgeport, Connecticut. 
The Union appeared and participated therein and was represented by William J. Kuba, its Business 
Representative; the Respondent appeared and participated therein and was represented by Edward F. 
Callan, Esq. Full opportunity to be heard, to examine and cross-examine witnesses and introduce 
evidence bearing upon the issues was afforded all parties. 
 

THE HEARING 
 
The evidence adduced at the hearing disclosed that the Respondent manages and supervises the 
operation of two gasoline service stations on the Connecticut Turnpike, in Darien, Connecticut. The 
stations are situated so that one services the east bound traffic and the other borders on the west bound 
lanes. In addition to gasoline, other related products, i.e., oil, tires and accessories are sold at retail. Very 
little repair work is done at either unit. 
 
The business sites are owned by the State of Connecticut and leased to a major oil company by way of 
competitive bidding. Prior to July 1, 1968, the American Oil Company held this lease. American in turn, 



under a local dealer arrangement, engaged John Sahagian, Inc., a Connecticut corporation, to operate only 
the station located on the west bound side of the turnpike. As of July 1, 1968, John Sahagian, Inc., ceased 
operations as a corporate entity. 
 
On July 1, 1968, Mobil Oil Corporation took over the State lease by outbidding the competition. Mobil 
then engaged John Sahagian, acting as an individual and not in corporate or partnership form, to manage 
and supervise both service stations. Sahagian establishes the wages, hours and conditions of employment 
of all of the employees. For the four month period, July 1st through October 31st total dollar volume of 
sales at the east bound station was $476,000; west bound side was $386,000. 
 
The jurisdictional standard established by the National Labor Relations Board as a guide to its assertion 

of jurisdiction requires, for retail concerns, $500,000 gross volume of business1/. Even if the stations 
were taken singly, it is quite evident that by a projection of the undisputed facts regarding sales volume, 
the minimum standards of the National Labor Relations Board will be met. 
 
From the foregoing the Board finds and concludes that (1) Mobil Oil Corporation, rather than the 
Respondent, is the employer on the premises claimed herein by the Union; and (2) Mobil's operation, 
when considered as a whole, sufficiently affects interstate commerce to fall within the area of the 
National Board's exclusive jurisdiction. Accordingly, this Board finds and concludes that it does not have 
jurisdiction of this proceeding. 
 

ORDER 
 
By virtue of and pursuant to the power vested in the Connecticut State Board of Labor Relations, by the 
Connecticut State Labor Relations Act, it is hereby 
 
ORDERED, that the charge filed herein by Teamsters Local Union #145 be, and the same hereby is, 
dismissed for lack of jurisdiction. 
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1/ Carolina Supplies & Cement Co., 122 NLRB 88 (1958) 
 
 
 
 


