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Governor Rell, Congressman Courtney Announce  $2 
Million Grant for Science, Tech Jobs in Eastern CT  
Eastern Connecticut Workforce Investment Board Among Five Nationwide Grant Recipients 
 

 Governor M. Jodi Rell and Congressman Joe Courtney today announced that 
$2 million in federal funds will be used to train workers in Eastern Connecticut for 
careers in science, math and technology fields. 

The Eastern Connecticut Workforce Investment Board was one of only five 
organizations in the nation to receive the funds that are part of a $10 million grant 
program from the U.S. Department of Labor.  The DOL program is geared toward 
building and supporting regional workforces in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM). 

 “Connecticut can already boast having one of the most highly skilled 
workforces in the nation, making our state an attractive draw for cutting-edge 
technology and science industries,” Governor Rell said. “These funds will ensure that 
we continue to offer employers a top-notch talent pool for these growing fields.” 

 “During a period of such challenging economic times, I am pleased that these 
significant federal funds are coming to eastern Connecticut.  Investing in local STEM 
programs will help to create a more viable employment base that will make our state 
more competitive regionally and globally,” said Congressman Courtney (CT-2nd 
District) “This is the second grant to be awarded to eastern Connecticut, and I will 
continue to advocate for more support from the federal government to build an even 
larger pool of skilled workers and opportunities to secure our economic future.” 

                  STEM-related industries have been identified by the National Science 
                 Foundation as producing nearly 50 percent of U.S. economic growth during the last 
                 50 years. The money will be used to expand training and align current STEM-related 
                 resources at One-Stop Career Centers. Participants will have access to mentors who 
                 will link program participants to employers and create "career blueprints" that will 
                 outline career paths. 

                The Eastern Connecticut Workforce Investment Board was chosen from 92 
               grant applicants from around the country. Other grant recipients are: 



• Indianapolis Private Industry Council — $1,999,946. 

• Central Massachusetts Regional Employment Board — $2,000,000.  

• WorkFORCE Solutions of the Lower Rio Grande Valley (Texas) — $1,999,180.  

• Southwest Washington Workforce Development Council (Washington state) — 
$2,000,000.  

 
(Eastern Connecticut Workforce Investment Board: www.ewib.org) 
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