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Governor Rell Announces $1.18 Million Federal Grant To Help People with 
Disabilities Enter the Workforce 
 
 
Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced that the Connecticut Department of 
Labor has been awarded a $1.18 million federal grant to better help individuals 
with disabilities with their workforce and employment needs and enable them to 
"navigate" through the challenges of seeking work. 
 
The Disability Program Navigator Grant is a joint initiative between the federal 
Labor Department and the Social Security Administration. The funding will 
provide for trained Disability Program Navigators to serve as resources for the 
state's CTWorks system. The CTWorks One-Stop Career Centers, located 
throughout the state, provide information, training, and other employment-related 
services at a single, customer-friendly location.  
 
"This funding will help make sure that residents with disabilities receive an 
additional support system when they search for meaningful employment," said 
Governor M. Jodi Rell. "With baby boomers beginning to retire, our state will 
soon be facing a shortage of qualified workers to meet the needs of the business 
community. This grant provides the Labor Department and its CTWorks partners 
additional opportunities to connect employers with the employees they need to 
operate their businesses." 
 
The navigator services will also include establishing new relationships and 
strengthening current partnerships to ensure an even more integrated and 
comprehensive workforce services for those individuals with disabilities who 
would like to join the workforce. 
 
"Too many times a well-qualified employee is overlooked by an employer, either 
because an individual with a disability may not have the confidence to undertake 
a job search, or they are not sure how to navigate the complexities of finding 
employment," said Labor Commissioner Patricia H. Mayfield. "This grant will 
allow us to provide outreach services to help guide individuals who need an 
integrated workforce system in order to secure a job that supports their families 
and our economy." 
 
The grant, one of 16 awarded in the country, will be used to connect potential 
employees with a variety of workforce services, including training opportunities, 
with the goal of helping those with disabilities become more marketable to the 



business community. The program is designed to help all individuals with 
disabilities, including those receiving Supplemental Security Income and Social 
Security Disability Insurance.  
 
Disability Program Navigator Grants have been made to 31 states since the 
program was started three years ago. Now in its third year, nearly $14.2 million 
was awarded in this latest round of grants. 
 
 


