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Labor Commissioner To Receive 
Prestigious Sojourner Truth Award 

 Mayfield Honored by Local Association of Negro  
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs 
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WETHERSFIELD, March 6 – State Labor Commissioner Patricia H. Mayfield will be honored 
by the Waterbury Club of the National Association of Negro Business and Professional 
Women’s Clubs, Inc. (NANBPWC) during the organization’s 39th Annual Founders’ Day Awards 
Ceremony and Luncheon taking place March 31. The event, which will run from noon to 3 p.m., 
will be held at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Southbury.  
 
The award is the highest honor bestowed by the NANBPWC. Named after the 18th century 
slave, Sojourner Truth, it is presented to a woman who has “exemplified outstanding 
community service and whose life parallels the life and qualities of Sojourner Truth, an 
outspoken advocate for women’s rights, abolition, and prison reform in the 1800s,” said 
organization president, Frances M. Hardy.  
 
Mayfield, a Waterbury resident who has served more than 35 years at the Labor Department, 
was recently confirmed to serve in Governor M. Jodi Rell’s new administration. Last year, 
following a brief retirement, she was asked by the Governor to return to the agency as Interim 
Commissioner.  
 
“Commissioner Mayfield’s countless efforts to uplift the community through her volunteer 
efforts are parallel to Sojourner’s work,” Hardy points out. “It was only fitting that she receive 
this prestigious honor.” 
 
Mayfield has served in a variety of employment and job training positions at the Labor 
Department from 1968 to 2003. Her responsibilities often included collaborating and partnering 
with strategic stakeholders involved with workforce preparation at both the state and local 
levels.  
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Her commitment to the state includes membership on a variety of boards and commissions 
dedicated to improving the community. A founding member of the Greater Waterbury Chapter, 
National Congress of Black Women, Inc., Mayfield also is chair for the Board of Directors of 
New Opportunities, Inc. and serves on the Western Connecticut Area Agency on Aging. She is 
a trustee for Girls, Inc., serves as a member of the Connecticut Commission on Aging, the 
Connecticut Community Foundation and City of Waterbury Human Rights Commission.  
 
“To receive such an esteemed award is truly an honor and I am very proud to be part of such an 
outstanding community,” Mayfield said. “My parents largely influenced my decision to enter 
public service and to be an active member of this community, and the accomplishments they 
achieved in their lives serve to guide me in my own goals to help women succeed and to build a 
stronger society.” 
 
NANBPWC’s Waterbury Club provides programs to the Greater Waterbury community in the 
areas of health, education and economic development.  Founded in 1935, the national non-
profit organization has emerged in light of the need to promote and protect the interests of 
women business owners and professionals. The organization also provides opportunities for 
women to develop their leadership skills, experience governance and parliamentary procedures, 
and enhance their educational awareness of issues impacting the black community through 
volunteerism.  
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