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Governor Rell Names Patricia H. Mayfield  

To Head State Department of Labor 
  

            Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced that she will nominate Patricia H. 
Mayfield of Waterbury as Commissioner of Connecticut Department of Labor. Mayfield, 
who has been serving as interim Labor Commissioner since May 2006, began her career 
at the agency 35 years ago as an employment agent. 
 

A lifelong resident of Waterbury, Mayfield served in a variety of employment and 
job training positions at the Labor Department from 1968 to 2003, when she retired. Prior 
to returning to the 900-employee agency headquartered in Wethersfield, her 
responsibilities included working with individuals and local business communities 
throughout the state.  

 
“Pat’s dedication to providing employment services to both workers and the 

business community, along with 35 years of experience with labor issues, makes her 
well-qualified to lead our state’s Labor Department,” said Governor Rell. “As we look at 
new and innovative ways to compete in the global economy, the challenge is to 
successfully connect Connecticut’s employers with displaced workers, young people 
beginning a first job, or retirees who want to begin a new career. Pat’s demonstrated 
ability to develop and expand upon partnerships in the state’s workforce community will 
help to ensure our success as we continue to build a skilled pool of workers.” 
 

Mayfield attended Waterbury’s Crosby High School and Howard University in 
Washington D.C. During her career at the Labor Department she moved up the ranks, 
starting as an Employment Agent and progressing to Employment Advisor, Employment 
Security Interviewer, Employment and Training Specialist, Planning Analyst and Grants 
and Contracts Manager.  

 
Prior to her retirement, Mayfield served as Operational Support Manager in which 

she was responsible for the administration and oversight of the federal Workforce 
Investment Act as well as the agency’s Rapid Response Team. Her responsibilities 
included collaboration and partnering with strategic stakeholders involved with 
workforce preparation at both the state and local levels, including the Governor’s Office 
of Workforce Competitiveness, the Connecticut Employment and Training Commission, 
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the local Workforce Investment Boards, and the departments of Education and 
Community and Economic Development, along with Connecticut’s workforce and the 
local business community. 

 
Her commitment to the state includes membership on a variety of boards and 

commissions dedicated to improving the community. A founding member of the Greater 
Waterbury Chapter, National Congress of Black Women, Inc., Mayfield also is chair for 
the Board of Directors of New Opportunities, Inc. and is a board member of the 
Waterbury Opportunities Industrialization Center. She is a trustee for Girls, Inc. and 
serves as a member on the Connecticut Commission on Aging, the Connecticut 
Community Foundation and the City of Waterbury Human Rights Commission.  

 
“Pat’s leadership and vision, along with her dedication to Connecticut and long-

time commitment to public service will serve this state well,” Governor Rell noted. “In 
addition to her experience in helping individuals in the workplace, she is keenly aware of 
the importance of building strong relationships with businesses, chambers of commerce, 
professional organizations and our community leaders. Her ability to bring people 
together will generate new ideas and fresh approaches to keeping our workforce 
competitive and our economy growing.” 

 
Mayfield and her husband, James, have two children and one grandchild.  
 
Governor Rell also announced that Linda L. Agnew of West Hartford has been 

named to the position of Deputy Commissioner for the Department of Labor. She has 
been serving as interim Deputy Commissioner since May of 2006.  
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